
“READ THE LABEL FIRST!”
ProtectYourHousehold

ProtectYourGarden
ProtectYourKids
ProtectYourPets
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Madea dashfor freshair
aftermixing two cleaning
products?

Hadasickpetwho’d gotten
into theproductsunderthe
kitchensink?

Madea secondtrip to the
storebecausethe first
productyou boughtturned
outnotto beright for the
job?

Woundup with a puddleof
bugsprayon thefloor after
trying to kifi one fast-moving
roachor spider?

Sprayedyour tomatoesfor
bugswith aspraythat
wasn’t supposedto be used
on vegetables?

Wipedoutyour lawn along
with theweedsfiguring that,
if somelawn treatmentwas
good,morewould bebetter?

Founda “mystery” box or a
bottleof aproductinyour
basementor garageandhad
no cluewhatit wasor what
to do with it?

If you’ve “been there,done
that,”you alreadyknow that
readingthe labelfirst can
saveyou time, troubleand
money!!!

BACKGROUND

“ReadtheLabelFirst!” focuseson thesafeuseof pesticide
products. It is the consumereducationcomponentof the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Consumer
LabelingInitiative (CL!). CLI is designedto:

improveproductlabelsso that theyareeasierfor
consumersto understand;
helpconsumersto becomemoreawareof product
labelsandtheinformationtheycontain;
giveconsumersbettertoolsfor understandinglabel
information; and
encourageconsumersto consistentlyandthoroughly
read consumerproduct labelsprior to purchase,
use,storage,anddisposal.

On March6, 2000,at thePhiladelphiaFlowerShow,EPA
and its CLI partners--industry,stakeholdergroups,and
other federal, state and local government
agencies--formallylaunchedajoint nationwidecampaign
encouragingconsumersto “Readthe Label First!” The
campaignwasdevelopedtoincreasethereadinganduseof
labels, to decreasemisuse of and accidents involving
products;and to lessenadverseenvironmentalimpacts
causedby improperstorageanddisposal.

OBJECTIVE

The intent of “Readthe Label First!” is to haveall CLI
participantsandinterestedgroupsworktogethertospread
a uniformmessageon theimportanceofreadingconsumer
productlabels.We welcometheparticipationof themany
organizations--government, industry, health,
environmental,consumergroupsandothers—thatrepresent
avenuesfor reachingconsumers directly.We encourage
them to reproduceand/ordisseminate“Readthe Label
First!” material.

Haveyou ever...



JOININGTIlE TEAM

ORDERINGINFORMATION

Brochures:

ProtectYourKids
(EPA 740-F-O0-001)

ProtectYourPet
(EPA 740-F-00-002)

ProtectYourGarden
(EPA740-F-00-003)

ProtectYourhousehold
(EPA740-F-00-004)

Poster:

Use TheseProductsSafeb’
(EPA735-11-00-001)

Whenorderingfrom NSCEP,
pleasebesureto useboththe
title andtheEPAPublication
Numberfor eachbrochure,and
the poster,asshownabove.
Brochuresandtheposter are
available,in bulk, at no cost.

NSCEP
P.O.Box42419
Cincinnati, 01145242
Phone:1-800-490-9198
Fax:1-513-489-8695
E-mail: www.epa.gov/ncepihoni

Wewelcomeeveryonewhowould like to participatein this
campaignto helpusspreadtheword abouttheimportance
ofreadinglabels.You canaccessanddownload“Readthe
LabelFirst!” outreachmaterialsandinformationfrom our
website,www.epa.gov/oppt/labeling.To becomeinvolved,
youneedonlybeinterested.Pleasefeelfreeto contactusat
consumer.label@epa.govtofurtherdiscuss“ReadtheLabel
First!” or to askanyquestionsthatyou mayhave.

WHAT’S IN IT FORYOU?

A chanceto bepart of an excitingnationwideconsumer
education campaign that will reach virtually every
American household, Interested?YOU SHOULD BE!
Thisis anextremelypositive,upbeatmessagethateveryone-

canrelateto. Thecampaignisbasedonextensiveconsumer
research and has strong support from the leading
companiesin theindustryaswell asourothergovernment

andenvironmentalpartners.

OUTREACH MATERIALS

“ReadtheLabelFirst!” materialsavailablefor youruse:

the “reading person” symbol and guidelinesfor
using it;
“UseTheseProductsSafely”poster;
anin-depthbackgroundarticleaboutCLI andlabel
reading;and
four “ReadtheLabelFirst!” brochures

Printcopiesof thebrochuresandthepostermaybeordered
by mail, phone,fax ore-mail from theNationalServiceCenter
for EnvironmentalPublications(NSCEP).

Join thecampaignand“ReadtheLabelFirst!”


